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Abstract

Introduction: Today, dentistry is specially extended, which is due to the specialization of different branches of
dentistry and students’ tendency toward specialty courses; ergo, the current study was designed to investigate the
tendency of dentistry students at Yazd Shahid Sadoughi University of Medical Sciences toward higher education.

Methods: This descriptive cross-sectional study was carried out on all students of clinical dentistry (n=220)
of Shahid Sadoughi University in 2014. The study data was collected using a researcher-made valid and
reliable questionnaire containing demographic characteristics, questions about the aspiration and disinterest
to higher dental education, students’ specialty field preferences based on their interest and the reasons of
their preferences. The collected data was analyzed by SPSS software (ver 17), applying T test, Chi-square,
and Fisher exact test.

Results: The majority of students (76.2%) were interested in continuing their specialized education. The
students mentioned that obtaining higher clinical skills and knowledge, higher social opportunities, and more
and better job opportunities were the most important factors in their tendency toward continuing specialized
education. Inclination to work after graduation and tiredness of education were the most important factors of
disinterests in continuing specialized education. Specialty fields which seemed most interesting to the
students involved: Orthodontics (3.77%), Operative dentistry (4.34%), Endodontics (4.37%).

Conclusion: The findings of the present study revealed that the majority of dentistry students are interested
in higher education to obtain higher clinical skills and knowledge as well as better social opportunities; and

orthodontics was the first choice for most of them.
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